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Last week, an email from Kristen 
Loyd, Director of the Office of Student Ac-
tivities,  found its way into the inbox of 
many Rose students, informing them of a 
Student Activities-hosted trip to Cuba dur-
ing spring break of 2019. However, this 
isn’t the first time that the Office of Student 
Activities has hosted a faculty and staff-led 
trip during Spring Break.  
Past trips have included places such 
as Germany and Italy, but this time, trip 
leaders were looking for something differ-
ent. “We wanted to find something that 
was off the beaten path,”said Kristen Loyd 
in an interview last Friday.  
Other destinations taken into consid-
eration were Iceland and Costa Rica, but 
when an opportunity to visit Cuba present-
ed itself via a travel agency contacted by 
Kristen Loyd, the decision was final, and 
Cuba it would be.  
The group will fly out from Indianap-
olis on April 7, 2019 and return on April 14, 
resulting in a week-long getaway to a coun-
try mostly inaccessible to the United States 
for the past 50 years.   
During the visit, students will spend 
most of their time in 4 cities: Havana, San-
ta Clara, Trinidad, and Cienfuegos.  
In Havana, students will participate 
in dance lessons for several Latin-
American dances such as the rumba, salsa, 
and the cha-cha-chá. In the capital city, 
students will experience local food, interact 
with local artisans, and tour Callejon de 
Hamel where a community of mural art-
ists and street musicians have turned this 
section of Havana into a lively and colorful 
neighborhood.  
On their way to Trinidad, students 
will stop in Santa Clara, where they will 
visit the mausoleum of one of the most 
controversial people in world history: Che 
Guevara. Depending on what account of 
history you read, Guevara can be depicted 
as a hero of the common man, or as an 
enemy of the state.  
A visit to Trinidad will present stu-
dents with an opportunity to explore a 
colonial Spanish settlement built from the 
fortunes amassed by those in charge of the 
sugar fields in the nearby Valle de los In-
genios. Trinidad is known for its beautiful 
scenery too. The nearby Playa Ancón is 
one of the island’s best beaches (don’t wor-
ry, the trip includes a visit here as well as a 
waterfall hike).  
Students will also spend time in Mus-
eo de la Intervención (Bay of Pigs Muse-
um) located near Cienfuegos.  
Here, the Cuban perspective on the 
attempted military invasion of Cuba 
backed by the U.S. in 1961 will most likely 
provide students with a previously-
unencountered insight into one of the big-
gest conflicts in United States’ history.   
While faculty will be present on the 
trip, Student Activities’ goal is to draw as 
many students as possible to fill the 28 
available spots. However, it is required that 
at least two faculty or staff members must 
be able to attend.  
Signups are open now in the Office of 
Student Activities, but a deposit of $500 is 
required to secure a spot on the trip. A 
50% deposit is required by December 3, 
2018 of $1,175, and the other half is due 
the following month (January 3). This 
brings the total cost for the trip up to 
$2,850 per person. 
Okay, so maybe you weren’t planning 
on spending this much on Spring Break, 
but wait a minute. While the price point is 
formidable, it does include almost all ex-
penses, including round trip airfare, all 
accommodations, tours, most meals, and 
mandatory Cuban VISA/insurance. So, 
while you may spend less going to the east 
coast, you are guaranteeing your safety by 
going with well-traveled faculty and staff 
who will be accompanied by local guides 
who are familiar with the ar-
ea.  Furthermore, you have the opportuni-
ty to experience a place that most Ameri-
cans have not visited.  
Okay, maybe you are still not con-
vinced, but traveling to some place outside 
of the States is well worth the cost. Travel-
ing is something that will never be a waste 
of money. It introduces you to new ideas, 
new perspectives, and new people. Many 
of us have grown up in the United States, 
exposed to same education, same people, 
and same language for all of our lives.  
This has the unfortunate conse-
quence of making us susceptible to that 
blinding ignorance for which Americans 
are known. Counteracting this ignorance 
means exposing yourself to other cultures, 
other ways of thought, and other human 
beings; it means realizing exactly how 
small you are, and this is exactly what trav-
eling is about.  
When I say “traveling,” I’m not talk-
ing about Caribbean cruises, weddings in 
Jamaica, or week-long excursions to the 
beaches of Hawaii. These are examples of 
vacations.  
When I say “traveling,” I’m talking 
about things like this Cuba trip, designed 
to make you do what you do best as a Rose
-Hulman student: learn. So get ready to 
pack your bags, learn how to salsa, learn 
about what Che Guevara stood for, and 
maybe even learn a little Spanish.  
Page 4: Bad Times at the El Royale 
Page 5: How to Actually Help Save the Environment 
Page 6: Don’t Ask Don’t Tell: College Edition 





Last weekend, Rose-Hulman 
was transported back in time--
well, sort of. When Scott Brad-
lee’s Postmodern Jukebox took 
the stage Saturday night, the mu-
sic heard on the radio today was 
given something of a face-lift as it 
was lifted from the style it was 
known for and taken to a style 
befitting decades previous, fea-
turing jazz, swing, and Motown 
renditions of Top 40 hits.  
As the lights dimmed, drum-
mer Dave Tedeschi took the 
stage, followed by fellow band-
mates Jesse Elder (piano), Steve 
Whipple (bass), Reggie Watkins 
(trombone), and Jeremy Viner 
(saxophone/clarinet). Their 
“warm-up” melted into the theme 
from ‘2001: A Space Odyssey, ’ 
spurring laughter and applause 
from the audience.  
The concert then went into a 
40’s version of Michael Jackson ’s 
“Thriller”, performed by vocalist 
Will Jay with tap dancing by 
Demi Remick.  
Jay strolled through the au-
dience, and even joined Remick 
in dancing through instrumental 
breaks--starting the show with a 
high energy. 
Before the applause could 
fade, vocalist and bassist Casey 
Abrams--who was serving as em-
cee for the night--came out to in-
troduce Jay and the band, offi-
cially.  
He went on to ask how many 
were seeing PMJ for the first time
--of which a large number in the 
audience were--and explain what 
PMJ was before introducing Mo-
town vocalist Miche Braden, who 
gave a powerful rendition of Guns 
‘N’ Roses’s “Sweet Child O ’ 
Mine.”  
Singer Natalie Angst took the 
stage next to croon Taylor Swift ’s 
“Blank Space,” looking a little 
like Swift herself.  
After the number, Martina 
DaSilva entered, inviting the au-
dience to snap with her as she 
sang The White Stripes ’s “Seven 
Nation Army.” 
After this wave of numbers, 
Abrams strolled on to ask Elder if 
it was time to do the “new” song. 
In response, the band began fa-
miliar chords--more familiar be-
cause of its Internet popularity--
and Abrams began singing 
“Africa” by Toto. 
Abrams left the stage, re-
placed by Remick in a hooded 
cloak, who went to tap to a jazzy 
“Hedwig’s Theme” from the Harry 
Potter films. Remick waved as she 
left the stage, and  Will Jay came 
to sing Major Lazer ’s “Lean On.” 
Jay swapped the stage for the la-
dies of Postmodern Jukebox, who 
sang Megan Trainor ’s “All About 
That Bass,” with help from 
Abrams who showed off his bass 
skills. With applause filling the 
venue, the show went to intermis-
sion. 
The second half of the show 
opened with Remick and Tedeschi 
entering in raincoats. Tedeschi 
and Remick used a thunder tube 
and rain stick to set the mood.  
The first song would be an 
acapella rendition of Rihanna ’s 
“Umbrella.” Abrams, Angst, 
DaSilva, and Jay sang in bright 
yellow, encircling Remick who 
tap danced with an umbrella--
evoking “Singin’ in the Rain.” 
Braden entered on a dark, 
moody stage and traded places 
with Elder. She began playing pi-
ano with aplomb, and poured her 
heart into a melancholy, stirring 
rendition of One Direction ’s 
“Story of My Life.”  
The final chords wafted into 
the air, and Abrams introduced 
Jay, who sang Bruno Mars ’s 
“Finesse”. He was later joined by 
DaSilva who did Cardi B ’s rap as 
a jazz solo. Angst glided onstage 
to sing Blondie’s “Heart of Glass.” 
After this number, DaSilva 
retook the stage and began croon-
ing “Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley. 
Abrams entered quietly, his mi-
crophone angled away from her, 
and joined her in the song. Half-
way through the number, they 
met in the middle to dance a slow 
and sultry dance before breaking 
and completing the song individ-
ually, telling a complete story 
through the song. 
After this number, the vocal-
ists took another break to give 
Remick the stage.  
She had fun with the band 
and the audience both as she did 
a medley of songs, including the 
‘Addams Family’ theme, “In the 
Mood” from Glenn Miller, “Sir 
Duke” by Stevie Wonder, and 
“Uptown Funk” by Bruno Mars. 
DaSilva had the chance to 
show off her ukulele skills as she 
performed “Hey There, Delilah” 
by the Plain White T ’s 
(emphasizing the song was not 
about the Biblical Delilah). Miche 
Braden arrived in a sparkling 
blue dress to sing Cyndi Lauper ’s 
“Time After Time.” 
Abrams, Angst, and DaSilva 
came onstage together and 
Abrams borrowed Whipple ’s bass 
again. They opened the number 
acapella--”Stacy’s Mom” by Foun-
tains of Wayne--before the music 
kicked into high gear.  
The number was a hit--as all 
previous numbers were--and 
Abrams bid goodnight to the au-
dience as the company came to-
gether to bow and exit the stage.  
But the audience wasn ’t 
ready to say goodnight, so the 
band reentered and Abrams 
brought his microphone down-
stage center to sing Radiohead ’s 
“Creep.”  
This first encore performance 
was followed by a performance of 
“Such Great Heights,” for which 
the lights came up for the audi-
ence to clap along. As the ap-
plause faded, the band filed from 
the stage, and the adrenaline 
hung in the air as everyone filed 
out to meet the band and round 
out a perfect evening on the town.  
More information about 
Postmodern Jukebox as well as 
their music can be found on their 
website (http://
postmodernjukebox.com/) and 
other social media platforms. The 
next installment in the Perform-
ing Arts Series will be bluegrass 
group Flatt Lonesome, who will 
be coming to Rose-Hulman on 
November 9. Tickets are available 
now, and--for Rose students--free 
courtesy of SGA. 
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
Colonial Architecture of Trini-
dad, Cuba.  
Photo by expertvagabond.com 
PMJ performing part of their finale Saturday night in Hatfield 
which included “Such Great Heights” by the Jackson 5. 
Photo by Lauren Wiseman 
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Last  week,  t he  ea st  coast  
sustained a nother  hurrica ne —
this  t ime,  o ne  of  t he  most  po w-
erful  in  US  History .  Hurric ane  
Mic hael  made l andfal l  in  Flor i-
da,  near  the to wn of  Mexico  
Beac h on Octo ber  9th .  The  
storm had maximu m sustained  
wind speeds  o f  155  mil es  per  
hour ,  ma king  i t  a  Catego ry  4  
hurr ica ne o n the  Saff i r -
Simpso n scale  as  wel l  as  t he  
fourth -strongest  hurricane in  
US history,  based  on  wind  
speed .  I f  the wind s  had been  
two mil es  per  hour  faster ,  Mi-
chael  wou ld  have been a  Cat e-
gory  5  storm.  Mic ha el  cau sed  
somewhere between $ 8 and  $11  
bi l l io n in  da ma ge,  a nd,  as  of  
Thu rsday ,  50 d eat hs.  The  most  
dama ge was  suf fered in  t he  c it y  
of  Mex ico  Beach,  where famil ies  
have retu rned  to  their  homes —
if  they  have one l ef t  s tanding .  
The c ity  suf fered much more  
dama ge  tha n most  places  be-
cause of  the beac hfront  loca -
t ion ,  whic h meant  that  Mexic o  
Beac h was  impacted by  a  wal l  o f  
water  on  to p o f  t he  155 mph  
winds and  hea vy rain.  As  with  
Hurric ane Flo rence just  a  few  
short  weeks  a go ,  you  can st i l l  
ma ke a  d if ference  by  contr ib-
ut ing to  the rel ief  e f fort .  You  
can do nate  to  a  H urr icane Mi-
chael  rel ief  fund at  Global  Giv-
ing.  
You decide what’s newsworthy. Tuesdays at 5:15 in O259. 
Aidan Moulder 
Staff Writer 
On Octo ber  2 ,  Saud i  Arabia n 
journal ist  Ja mal  K ha sho ggi  en-
tered  the S audi  consu late  in  Is-
tanbul ,  Tu rkey ,  ho ping  to  s e-
cure docu ments  which would  
permit  h im to  marry  his  Turk-
ish  f ianc ée ,  H at ic e  Cengiz .  
Khas hoggi  d id  not  reemerge,  
and was  lat er  d eclared dead .  
Khas hoggi ,  a  fo rmer  court  
ins ider  in  Saudi  Ara bia ,  became 
a  cr it ic  of  the Sa udi  government  
and l ef t  Saud i  Ara bia  to  wr ite  
for  t he  Wa shington  Post  in  
2017 .  His  sha rp cr it ic ism o f  the 
Saudi  ad ministrat ion  cont inued 
at  the  Post .  
Saudi  autho rit ies  init ia l ly  
c la imed K has hoggi  was  s een 
leav ing t he co nsulate ,  but  they  
pro vid ed no ev idence to  support  
the c la im, and Cengiz  report ed 
she  never  sa w Kha shoggi  lea ve  
the bu i lding .  Lat er ,  in  a  pre-
pared report ,  o f f ic ia ls  were  pre-
pared t o  c la im his  death  was  
the  resul t  o f  an  int erro gat ion 
gone wrong.  Accord ing to  Sa udi  
author it ies ,  the int erro gat ion 
was  mea nt  to  l ead to  Khas ho g-
gi ’s  a bduct io n f rom Turkey.  
In  the day s  s inc e t he story  
bro ke ,  t here  have been a  num-
ber  of  ru mors  a nd  debu nked 
c la ims surround ing K has hoggi ’s  
death ,  as  Turkis h newspaper  
Saba h reported  Kha s hoggi  rec-
orded his  to rture  a nd  death us -
ing an audio  reco rd er  on his  
Apple  Watch.  The audio  was  
then  sent  to  the iClo ud and his  
iPho ne,  which was  being held  
across  the street  by  h is  f iancée.  
The report  c la imed  off ic ia ls  
used his  f ingerpr ints  to  unlock  
the watch and del ete  f i les .  Iso-
bel  A sher  Ha mil t on  for  Busi -
ness  Ins ider  du g d eeper  and 
found  these  c la ims were unl ike-
ly ,  as  Turkey does  not  support  
LTE,  mea ning  K has hoggi ’s  A p-
ple  Watch  would  need Wi -Fi  or  
a  hots pot  pro vid ed by  a  nearby 
iPho ne.  Khasho ggi ’ s  f iancée was  
out  of  range ,  so  i t  i s  unl ikel y  
the aud io -- i f  i t  was  record ed --
found i ts  way to  the iPhone.  
In add it io n to  t his ,  N at ional  
corres po ndent  Jo yce Karam cast  
suspic ion on t he c la im 
Khas hoggi  record ed his  deat h ,  
as  she was  as ked  to  remo ve her  
Fitb it  fo r  a  s imil ar  event  at  the 
consulate ,  so  she fou nd i t  u n-
l ikely  Khas hoggi  would  have 
been  al lowed to  keep  his  A pple  
Watch  on his  person.  
Unit ed States  Presid ent  
Donald  Tru mp made  a  pho ne  
cal l  to  Saud i  A ra bia n  King Sal -
man a bout  the s i tuat ion.  Presi -
dent  Tru mp l ater  rel ayed that  
King Sal man to ld  h im “ in  a  very  
f irm way t hat  t hey  had no 
kno wled ge of  i t .”  The  Pres ident  
added t hat  “ro gue  ki l l ers ”  could  
have led  to  the d isa ppearanc e 
of  Kha sho ggi .  
Secreta ry  of  Stat e  Mike  
Pompeo held  meet ings  s epa-
rately  wit h K ing Salman,  Cro wn 
Princ e  Mo hammed Bin Sal man,  
and Saud i  A ra bia ’ s  Fore ign 
Minist er .  A  Stat e  Depa rtment  
spo kes perso n sa id  t he meet ings  
were “bot h d irect  and candid . ”  
In s pite  of  t hes e  meet ings ,  
there  is  s t i l l  a  co nsid era ble  
amount  o f  tens io n between the 
West  and Saud i  Ara bia ,  as  wel l  
as  Saudi  A ra bia  and Turkey,  
wit h a l l  part ies  c la iming t he  
other  i s  be ing a  deterrent  in  the 
invest igat ion .  
On Tuesday ,  Turkis h of f i -
c ia ls  a nnou nced t hat  Khas hoggi  
was  k i l led  Octo ber  2  in  t he  Sau-
di  co nsulate ,  and t ha t  h is  body  
was  c ut  into  p iec es  wi th a  bone-
saw by auto ps ist  Sala h Mu ha m-
mad  al -Tu baigy .  O ne  sourc e 
went  so  far  a s  to  say  Khas hoggi  
was  st i l l  a l ive  when t he cutt ing 
began,  and  t hat  others  in  t he  
room wit h a l -Tu baigy  were to ld  
to  l is ten to  mus ic  while  the 
body  wa s  be ing d is membered.  
Turkish of f ic ia l s  a ls o  bel ieve 
the  arr ival  o f  1 5  Saud i  men a re  
connect ed to  t he d isa ppearanc e 
and su bsequent  murder  of  
Khas hoggi .  
Pres ident  Rec ep Ta y yip Er-
dogan  told  report ers ,  “My  hope 
is  t hat  we ca n reach c onclusio ns  
that  wil l  g ive  us  a  reaso na ble  
opinion  as  soo n a s  po ssible ,  be-
cause t he invest igat io n is  loo k-
ing into  ma ny th ings  such as  
toxic  materia ls  and  those  mat e-
r ia ls  be ing remo ved by  pa int ing 
them o ver .”  
On F riday ,  the Saud i  govern-
ment  admitted  K has hoggi  was  
dead,  c la iming t he  journal ist  
d ied  dur ing a  “ f is t - f ight”  at  the 
consulate .  In  add it io n to  th is  
annou ncement ,  t he reg ime de-
c lared S aud al -Qahtani ,  a  senior  
of f ic ia l  c l ose  to  Cro wn Prince  
Moha mmed bin Salman,  would  
be  remo ved  f rom his  posit ion ,  
as  wel l  as  a  number  of  ot her  
senior  of f ic ia ls .  In  t he same re-
port  f rom The Guard ian,  i t  wa s  
record ed t hat  1 8 Sau di  nat io n-
als  were arrest ed in  c onnect ion  
to  Khas ho ggi ’s  d eat h.  
Wit h an  of f ic ia l  s t a tement  
relea sed  fro m the K ingdo m o f  
Saudi  Ara bia ,  the nex t  quest io n 
is  ho w bel ieva ble  wi l l  western 
powers  f ind t he  statement .  The  
Tru mp ad ministrat ion  rel ies  o n 
Saudi  Arabia  as  a  s trategic  
part ner ,  but  as  pressu re mounts  
to  cond emn the murder,  i t  is  
uncerta in ho w the Trump ad-
minist rat io n wil l  handle  the s i t -
uat ion  in  the co ming  days.  
Michael’s Wrath 
Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir claimed that the assassins were rogue Saudi operatives. 
Photo Courtesy of VOA 
Hurricane Michael raged over miles of Floridian landscape, leaving dozens of devastated neighbor-
hoods in its wake. 
Photo Courtesy of BBC News 
Death of a Saudi Journalist 
Lauren Wiseman  
Staff Writer 
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 Jonah Hill is not who 
most people would call a serious 
actor. Known for his comedic 
and tastefully immature roles in 
films like Superbad, 21 Jump 
Street, and Accepted, Hill's ap-
pearance on screen signals that 
shenanigans and hijinks are on 
the way. Maniac, however, is no 
such show. In close partnership 
with Emma Stone, Hill takes the 
viewer on a trippy and emotional 
adventure through a tale of grief, 
relationships, and second chanc-
es. 
 
Maniac tells the story of two 
troubled souls: Owen Milgrim 
(Jonah Hill), the emancipated 
and therefore estranged son of a 
wealthy family, and Annie 
Landsberg (Emma Stone), an 
addict plagued by the tragedies 
of her past. They meet when they 
are accepted into the same phar-
maceutical trial, Annie desperate 
to get her hands on the drug she 
is now addicted to, and Owen in 
desperate need of some cash. 
Throughout the trial their paths 
cross further and their fates in-
tertwine, giving birth to a 
strange but transformative rela-
tionship for the both of them. 
 
The Pharmaceutical trial, put on 
by Neberdine Industries, is test-
ing a new form of therapy. 
Through a series of drugs and 
the help of a supercomputer, 
GERT or Gertie, they search a 
person's brain for their greatest 
emotional trauma, break down 
their defense mechanisms, and 
rewire their brain to fast-track 
them to the 'Acceptance' stage of 
grief. This trial hopes to boil 
down what may take people 
years into three days of tests and 
crazy, wild dreams. 
 
Most episodes, watching Maniac 
feels like you're reliving 
someone's dream, largely be-
cause you are. The Inconsisten-
cies and wild premises these 
dreams take on feel ridiculous 
and out of place to the awake 
mind, but are just a matter of 
fact. 
 
This feeling of watching a play-
back of someone else's dream 
isn't confined to scenes where we 
are literally watching Owen and 
Annie dream, however. Maniac 
is set in a parallel near-future, 
where 80's style computing tech-
nology is the norm. Ad Buddies, 
people paid to read you adver-
tisements if you don't have the 
cash for a cup of coffee, train 
ticket, or pack of cigarettes, are 
everywhere. In a slight nod to 
Firefly, Japanese and American 
culture have merged seamlessly 
into everyday life. If Wes Ander-
son did science fiction television, 
it would look a lot like Maniac. 
 
Maniac, in both premise and 
aesthetic choices, has everything 
it needs to make an amazing 
movie. As a TV show however, 
especially a 10 episode Netflix 
show, it simply isn't enough. The 
casting choices don't help much 
either. Emma Stone's character, 
Annie, has a powerful and clearly 
defined trajectory throughout 
the course of the show. Her past 
is interesting, her determination 
to get into this trial made for an 
excellent first episode, and the 
way director Cary Joji Fukunaga 
handles her story leaves nothing 
to be desired. Stone's perfor-
mance, as well, is stunning. She 
fits so well each dimension of 
her character. 
 
Owen (Jonah Hill), on the other 
hand, has an interesting setup to 
his story but that doesn't get ex-
plored to the same extent as An-
nie's, even though they are both 
supposedly protagonists. Owen 
isn't even an effective foil for An-
nie; most of her character devel-
opment comes through people 
from her past or researchers in 
the trial. Owen Milgrim should 
never have been a part of the 
show, but more importantly Jo-
nah Hill should never have been 
cast as Owen. His history of 
crude comedy and lighthearted 
content has followed him into 
Maniac, and it's difficult to find 
his performance sincere, let 
alone captivating enough to lift 
his character past its conceptual 
handicap. 
 
Maniac is an otherwise fascinat-
ing and cerebral show ruined by 
poor conception then by poor 
casting. For a beautifully shot 
look at grief and the havoc it can 
wreak on a person's life, find 
Maniac on Netflix. 
Jonathan Kawauchi  
Guest Writer 
 
 In a 1969 America lies a 
motel on the center of the Cali-
fornia-Nevada state line, known 
as the El Royale. From Drew 
Goddard, the director of Cabin 
in the Woods (2012), comes the 
character-driven mystery-drama 
noir film Bad Times at the El 
Royale. Featuring seven 
strangers holding seven secrets, 
the film tells a tale of hard choic-
es, terrible actions and redemp-
tion. Welcome to the El Royale. 
The film proudly touts a 
mid-20th century aesthetic. 
Everything, from the post-WWII 
nuclear family to the civil rights 
movements, showcases a funda-
mental point of development in 
modern American culture, and 
this movie is no exception with 
its characters, soundtrack and 
visuals. The 1960s visuals facili-
tate a charming yet familiar aes-
thetic, however the film’s sound-
track is what truly shines as a 
pleasant surprise with a fantas-
tic selection that not only re-
flects the time period, but the 
duality of the characters. With 
era-appropriate elements of 
soulful jazz, the free love move-
ment and Cold War-era espio-
nage, the film has a shiny outer 
layer that keeps the movie 
charming and allows for a di-
verse cast of characters. 
The film can be summed up as a 
character driven, dialogue heavy 
mystery-drama with elements of 
noir that unfolds in a single lo-
cation out of chronological or-
der, in a similar vein to Taranti-
no film like The Hateful Eight 
and Reservoir Dogs. The seven 
strangers are helmed by big 
names such as Jeff Bridges, Jon 
Hamm, Chris Hemsworth, and 
Dakota Fanning as well as sur-
prise performances by Lewis 
Pullman and Cynthia Erivo. De-
spite that pedigree, the emotion 
core of the film is largely carried 
by a musically impressive per-
formance from broadway actress 
turned film star Cynthia Erivo as 
former backup singer Darlene 
Sweet, a lost soul unable to trust 
others. As her lead counterpart, 
Bridges plays Father Daniel 
Flynn, a morally dubious priest 
searching for redemption. 
Amongst the rest of the cast: Jon 
Hamm plays the traveling sales-
man with an unknown agenda, 
Chris Hemsworth plays the 
charismatic spiritual leader Billy 
Ray, Dakota Fanning plays the 
reclusive hippie loner and dar-
khorse Lewis Pullman brings life 
to the lone clerk with a haunted 
past. Despite the outwardly 
cliched characters, each star 
shines in their respective role 
and even more importantly the 
film does not strictly adhere to 
any conventions as every actor 
clearly has fun with their char-
acter, creating quirks and com-
plexities that add up to an en-
gaging, textured cast of charac-
ters. 
Further defying tradition 
expectations, Bad Times at the 
El Royale often finds itself de-
constructing film noir tropes 
and modern America’s nostalgic 
fascination of the 1960s. While 
not central focus of the film, it 
utilizes nostalgia to underline its 
themes of the complex duality of 
man and an optimistic perspec-
tive on redemption for past sins, 
showcasing how people are 
greater than the sum of their 
parts. Much like how people are 
in real life, every character is 
more than they seem, with each 
carrying the weight of a second 
life that is only known to those 
close to them. This results in a 
mysterious and layered narra-
tive of multiple, sometimes con-
flicting agendas, converging on 
within the El Royale and culmi-
nating into a increasingly un-
controllable series of events. 
While every character is not nec-
essarily sympathetic, they only 
become more captivating as 
goals become clear and their 
convictions are tested, as each 
must face the consequences of 
their past actions and continue 
to struggle choosing the right 
path that lies ahead on their way 
to achieving their goals. 
Themes aside, the events occurs 
over a long two hour ride. There 
are arguably pacing issues, with 
a forty minute set up to intro-
duce most of the characters with 
a slower middle act as the story 
switches between perspectives 
between major plot points. 
However, the strength of the ac-
tors, impressive soundtrack and 
more than competent visual 
framing prevents it from over-
staying its welcome, with just 
enough of a narrative bread 
crumb trail to keep the audience 
paying close attention to the de-
tails and make them ask the 
right questions. All in all, Bad 
Times at the El Royale is a en-
thralling film containing an lay-
ered narrative, complex charac-
ters and an optimistic inversion 
of the traditional cynicism found 
in noir films.  
“[It] has a shiny outer layer that keeps the movie 
charming and allows for a diverse cast of  characters” 
Good luck on week 8!  Feel free to send any question or comments about the content of this page to bimadk@rose-hulman.edu 
The protagonists of Maniac, Emma Stone and Jonah Hill 
 
Image Courtesy of allocine.f 
Lifestyle                   5 
Earlier this month, the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) released a new re-
port, and simply put, it does not 
look promising. The report says 
that global climate change -- a 
predicted temperature rise of 
1.5⁰C, or 2.7⁰F -- may cause dras-
tic effects as early as 2030. Many 
concerns are for the environment. 
Warmer oceans will melt polar 
ice, raise sea levels, destroy coral 
reefs, create larger tropical 
storms, the list goes on. But hu-
man lives are at risk too, as ex-
tended droughts can cause food 
shortages, and unsafe levels are 
smog pollution are already seen 
in places like China. 
Many solutions have been 
proposed, like additional funding 
into renewable resources and bio-
fuels or redirecting carbon diox-
ide back into the ground. Though 
these strategies are possible, they 
will take time. And for changes to 
occur, it takes the support of eve-
ryone. So, in light of the recent 
report, here are some small things 
you can do to help. 
Electricity:        Much of the 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
is released from the burning of 
coal to create energy. Using less 
electricity each day can help re-
duce powerplant emissions. So 
turn off the lights in your room 
when you leave, or unplug devices 
from outlets when not in use (as 
current will still run through 
them if left plugged in). Be smart 
about your air conditioner or 
heater, as it takes a lot of power 
to run them at extreme tempera-
tures. Run them at lower speeds 
when you are not around so ener-
gy is not wasted on an empty room. 
Recycling:         It is easy to 
throw away everything as trash, 
but sometimes it is worth it to 
stop and think if what you throw 
away can be recycled. Paper prod-
ucts from recycled materials helps 
reduce the effects of paper manu-
facturing processes, so try recycle 
your old worksheets instead of 
putting them in the trash. Plastic 
does not decompose quickly 
(sometimes only after hundreds 
of years), so it fills up over time 
in landfills and water sources. 
Recycle plastics regularly and 
smartly, know which types of 
plastics local facilities can handle 
so they can still be put to good 
use. 
Nature:             The local and 
global environment is very im-
portant for both humans and ani-
mals. Take the time to clean up 
litter you see. Plant trees with 
local organizations to help re-
place those cut down. If possible, 
try creating a compost to reuse 
things like cut grass or food 
scraps so nutrients are returned 
to the environment and not land-
fills. Some environments like the 
icecaps are already losing to glob-
al warming, so try helping out 
wherever you can. 
           You do not necessarily 
have to take part in major world 
projects to help. All you need to 
do is incorporate little things into 
your lifestyle, whether they are 
the ideas above or some of your 
very own. We should always aim 
for a better tomorrow, especially 
for those who cannot act on it 
now. As said in a Native American 
proverb: “We do not inherit the 
Earth from our ancestors, we bor-
row it from our children.” 




A visualization of the effect of Smog on Hong Kong’s Skyline 
Photos Courtesy of  Wikipedia.com 
A visualization of the effect of Smog on Hong Kong’s Skyline 
Photos Courtesy of  Wikipedia.com 
Courtesy of All Recipes Carla A. 
Ingredients  
• 1 egg 
• 1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 
• 3/4 cup white sugar 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1 1/2 cups pumpkin puree 
• 1 1/2 cups evaporated milk 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 
• 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
• 2 tablespoons light corn syrup 
• 1 recipe pastry for a 9 inch single 
crust pie 
Directions  
1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees F (230 degrees C). 
2. Add the sugar gradually to the pumpkin puree. Beat well an stir in the flour, salt and 
spices. Stir in the corn syrup and beat well. Stir in the slightly beaten egg, then slowly 
add the evaporated milk, mixing until well blended. Pour the batter into the unbaked 
pie shell. 
3. Bake at 450 degrees F (230 degrees C) for 10 minutes then reduce the oven tempera-
ture to 325 degrees F (165 degrees F) and continue baking pie for an additional 30 
minutes or until a knife inserted into the mixture comes out clean. 
4. Enjoy while listening to some spooky music, carving a jack-o-lantern, getting your cos-
tume ready, and or while crying over homework. 
Tuck into a nice warm slice of pumpkin pie! 
Photos  Courtesy  of  All Recipies 
Opinions          6 
“There’s clearly some sort of   
balance to be had between extreme 
diversity and a dull monolith.” 
Whether or not you’re 1/1024th Cherokee shouldn’t be on your application. 
Photo via: Davidson Law Group 














RHIT SPORTS SCHEDULES 
Football Volleyball Soccer 
Sept 1: Mount Untion 
Sept 8: Rhodes 
Sept 15: Mt.St. Joseph 
Sept 22: Manchester 
Sept 29: Franklin 
Oct 6: Bluffton 
Oct 20: Anderson 
Oct 27: Defiance 
November 3: Hanover 
November 10: Earlham 
Aug 31: Central 
Aug 31: Chicago 
Sept: 1: North Park, Cornell College 
Sept 5: Webster 
Sept 7: MacMurray 
Sept 8: Birminham-Southern 
Sept 11: St.Mary-Woods 
Sept 14: Concordia Chicago, Millikin 
Sept 15: Muskingum, #1 Calvin 
Sept 19: DePauw 
Sept 21: Texas Lutheran, Williams 
Sept 26: Manchester 
Sept 29: Transylvania 
Oct 3: Anderson 
Oct 6: Bluffton, Hope 
Oct 10: Franklin 
Oct 17: Mt. St. Joseph 
Oct 20: Hanover 
Oct 24: Earlham 
Oct 27: Defiance, Kenyon 
 
Men Women 
Aug 31: Principia 
Sept 4: Greenville 
Sept 9:  Thomas More 
Sept 12: Wabash 
Sept 15: Milliken 
Sept 19: DePauw 
Sept 22: Ohio Northern 
Sept 29: Bluffton 
Oct: 3 Mt. St. Joseph 
Oct 6: Defiance 
Oct 10: Hanover 
Oct 13: Earlham 
Oct 17: Franklin 
Oct 20: Manchester 
Oct 24: Anderson 
Oct 27: Transylvania 
Aug 31: Lake Forest 
Sept  4: Principia 
Sept 7: Trine 
Sept  9: Indiana St. 
Sept 11: Greenville 
Sept 15: Milliken 
Sept 19: DePauw 
Sept 22: III. Wesleyan 
Sept 26: St. Mary-Woods 
Sept 29: Bluffton 
Oct 3: Mt. St. Joseph 
Oct 6: Defiance 
Oct 10: Hanover 
Oct 13: Earlham 
Oct 17: Franklin 
Oct 20: Manchester 
Oct 24: Anderson 
Oct 27: Transylvania 
Soccer 1 2 Final 
Franklin 0 0 0 
Rose-Hulman 1 0 1 
 
The Men’s Soccer Team was victorious against  
Franklin. In the first half of the match the team was 
able to gain control of the ball for  most of the half. 
The teams record is now 8-5-1 and in conference play 
5-1. 
Franklin  Rose-Hulman 
4 Shots 12 
3 Saves 3 
7 Fouls 4 
1 Corner Kicks 7 
Sports             7     
 
In the game against Anderson the Rose-Hulman Football team came out on 
top.  They were also able to complete a season-best of 554 yards of total of-
fense. Also congratulations to sophomore Noah Thomas who was able to 
set a new record. He had managed to receive 226 yards. The teams new 






Congratulations to the Rose Volleyball team as their latest victory has 
brought them into the lead of the conference. They are currently tied with 
Transylvania for the top spot. They will inevitably compete in a tiebreaker 
to battle for the first spot. The team’s record improved overall to 16-10 and 
a conference record of 6-1.  
RHIT  Hanover 
.197 Hitting % .123 
10.0 Blocks 6.0 
86 Digs 95 
7 Aces 3 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
RHIT Men’s Soccer 
RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
Football 1 2 3 Final 4 
ANDERSON 0 6 0 6 0 
RHIT 14 3 14 44 13 
RHIT  ANDERSON 
367 Passing Yards 246 
187 Rushing Yards 29 
1 Turnovers 2 
33:05 Time of Poss. 26:55 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Soccer 1 2 Final 
Manchester 0 2 2 
RHIT 2 1 3 
Volleyball 1 2 3 Final 4 
Hanover 25 13 19 1 16 








RHIT Women’s Soccer 
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
The Rose Women’s Soccer team was able to pull out 
a win against Manchester. The first goal was scored 
in the 26th minute by Jessica Wells. The team’s rec-
ord improved to 10-6 overall and 5-2 in conference 
play.  
Manchester  Rose-Hulman 
3 Shots 22 
10 Saves 1 
3 Fouls 5 
2 Corner Kicks  9 
Flipside            8 
Top 10 numbers falling between (and including) 1 and 10: 1 2 3 4 5  7 8 9 10. Tune in next week for a much less literal Top 10! 
Please send an email with questions, concerns, or content to my right ear or the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu> Disclaimer: The Flipside is 
purely for fun! Any uncredited work above can be attributed to me, Emma Oswood.  
“I think the blood diamond cartel is outside the scope of our 
class.” 
- Dr. Stephanie Poland 
 
“If this things generates too much heat, we have to talk to a  
mechanical engineer to deal with it. We should avoid that at all 
costs.” 
- Dr. Marc Herniter 
  
“There is a worldwide conspiracy among mothers.” 
- Dr. Edward Mottel 
 




“It’s an intense preschool, let me tell you.” 
- Dr. Mark Hays 
 
“Go home and smell your partner tonight.” 
- Dr. Dave Goulet 
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of context? 
Did you hear something amusing on your jaunt about the fine halls 
of this institution? We want to hear about it! Send your quotes with 
who said it to:  
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu  
or fill out this nifty google form:  
https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
“I mean, I haven ’t done a 
lot for this project but I 
don’t want to do that.” 
Emma Oswood 
Resident of Lakeside 
 This past weekend has been very exciting for those on cam-
pus. Multiple arson attempts have lit up Lakeside Hall, leaving its 
occupants buzzing. 
 “We keep hearing alarms going off up and down the halls,” 
one resident says. “It’s been very exciting trying to figure out where 
the next fire will be coming from.” 
 So far, only one casualty has been reported. The cookies in 
room 406 were tragically lost. However, the efforts of the room’s 
occupants are not to be overlooked. Eyewitnesses claim that they 
ignored the burning smell and slight haze, assuming that the cook-
ies would let themselves out of the oven once done. A memorial 
service for the men we lost will be held at the White Chapel at some 
point, once the cookies for the service are done being baked. 
 Public Safety has been valiantly handling the situation, 
cracking down on culprits with unprecedented sass. An official per-
son for Public Safety had this to say on the matter: 
 “I can’t believe they’re giving toddlers access to ovens. These 
babies don’t know how to cook at all. It’s like, go back to your text-
books and order some pizza.” 
 Further fire reports are still coming in, leading those of us 
here at the Hose Thron to declare that this may indeed be an epi-
demic. Public Safety advises residents to keep a fire extinguisher 
close at hand. They also believe that any student pretentious 
enough to attempt cooking should probably transfer schools and 
take their uppity airs with them. The rest of their recommendations 
are unfortunately too spicy for approximately 79.1% of the student 
population and have thus been redacted. 
Fires Spread Across Campus 
Above: Perpetrator’s Google Search History. 
Below: Public Safety Talking to Perpetrator. (Colorized, 2018) 
Photos Courtesy of You Know What You Did 
“Sometimes all you need 
is a good Hallmark    
movie.” 
“That’s an Oxymoron.” ARIES: You’ve got nine days. You know what they are for. You 
know what the end consequence is if you don’t. Use them  
wisely. The clock is ticking. 
TAURUS: We’ve got two things to say to you: 
1) It’s 
2) Time. 
GEMINI: The whispering has started. This week, they will 
reach their Other hand out. Take it or do not. The choice is 
yours, but the consequence belongs to the world. 
CANCER: Have you called home recently? If you haven’t, then 
don’t. They travel through the phone lines. Wait a bit for 
things to blow up over. 
LEO:  When you hear the chimes, you’ll know what to do.   
Prepare yourself. But don’t prepare your roommate. It will be a 
fun surprise. 
VIRGO: Strange things are afoot at the Circle K. Also, they are 
currently experiencing a few technical difficulties as an acute 
atmospheric disturbance took out their machines. Please plan 
on bringing cash for your purchasing needs. 
LIBRA: Let’s play a game. Get a sheet of paper, a pencil, and 
your third eye. Write down whatever comes to mind. Then 
burn it. It will get to the right people. 
SCORPIO: As you attend classes this week, make sure that 
the front right seat stays empty. They pay tuition just like every 
human and that’s their seat. 
SAGITTARIUS: Your campus mail box will hold an unex-
pected surprise. However, it’s not for you. Simply collect the 
package and deposit it under your pillow. They’ll collect it 
while you sleep. 
CAPRICORN: Who’s got a vindictive streak and a mouth full 
of tentacles? Great Aunt Cthulhu! To call her today means an 
inheritance tomorrow. Just make sure your ready to battle her 
demons. 
AQUARIUS: She’s going to visit you on Thursday. Who? We 
don’t know. When? We don’t know. Why? We know and we 
don’t think you’ll like it. 
PISCES: Don’t forget to apply your advanced cryptanalysis 
skills to all communication you receive. Otherwise, you’ll miss 
it. 
The HORRORscopes 
We are hidden. We watch and we wait and we’re ready to pass judgement. We are 
the judge, the jury, and the executioner. We are the metric by which the world will 
be judged. We are here. Please listen. 
